V.A.C. Therapy for Wound Closure

WestVet is currently one of the only small animal veterinary hospitals in Idaho offering Vacuum Assisted Closure (V.A.C.) Therapy for wound closure.  V.A.C. therapy is a noninvasive, active wound management system that subjects a wound bed to subatmospheric pressure in a closed, negative pressure environment.  V.A.C. therapy is becoming the standard of care for wound management in people, having been performed in over 3 million patients, and has recently been applied to veterinary patients.  Extensive research has been performed on the clinical efficacy and cost-effectiveness of V.A.C. therapy in people, with over 615 peer reviewed articles and 22 Randomized Clinical Trials published.  Recent veterinary literature has also been published regarding the use of V.A.C. therapy in small animals. 
V.A.C. Therapy is indicated for:

· Large, Open Contaminated Wounds

· Skin Avulsions

· Degloving Injuries

· Abdominal and Thoracic Wounds

· Surgical Dehiscence

· Chronic Nonhealing Wounds

· Prevention of Postoperative Incisional Edema or Seroma

· Bolster for Skin Grafts

· Myofascial Compartment Syndrome

Benefits of V.A.C. Therapy:
· Removes infectious materials

· Reduces edema (interstitial fluid)

· Removes exudate

· Provides a protected wound environment

· Promotes tissue perfusion

· Provides a moist wound healing environment

· Removes barriers to cell migration and proliferation

In open wounds, these benefits lead to faster formation of granulation tissue, less contamination/infection, and faster time to wound closure or complete healing.  When placed on nonhealing wounds, complete healing can often be achieved in a relatively short period of time.  Survival of skin flaps is dramatically increased, and incisions have been shown to heal significantly faster.
WestVet can provide V.A.C. therapy on an out-patient basis.  A portable, battery powered V.A.C. unit is available for use at home.  Recheck visits are required every 2-4 days for bandage changes, depending on the duration of therapy.  Many cases only require 3-6 days of therapy.  

Additional information is available at (link) www.KCI1.com, or contact WestVet Emergency & Specialty Center.
